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Editor ia l . b v- $ ..-Fsi.gpLer.q*&&*:1,qggg n t .-

Just three ueeks ago saur Celegabes reprecent ing al l  scient i f ic  UFO
organisat ions in austral ia,  as r ,"rel l  as several  independent invest igators/researcirers
and scient i f ic  & technical  consul tants,  meet,  for  Austral- ia is fourth annual
UFO conference, | !UFOC0N 4" .  The conf erence Lras held at  the Tur in Toulers lYlotor
Inn, Artarmon, Sydney N"S. l r . ,  on 0ctober 13, J.4,  15"

Just l ike the previous three conferences, th is one uras once again,  h ighly
successful l .  A number of  excel lent  papers u;ere presented and several  topics uere
discussed. One of  these i tems u,as a proposed name change for AC05. The name uhich
uas f inal ly set t led on uas t 'AUSTRALIAN CENTRE FOR UFO STUDIES" (RCUFOS).
I tJe rr l i l l  be changing over to th is nerrr  t i t le ear ly in the neur year,  g iv in!  us t ime
to use exist ing stat ionary and sl iqht ly re-organise ourselves"

lde ulere also very for tunate to have ur i th usl  Quent in Fogarty,  the
televis ion journal ist ,  u lho,  u i th cameraman David Crockett  uas involved in the
nou utor ld- famous Neu Zealand UF0 f i lm r , rh ich uas shot l .ast  December.  Delegates
ulere t reated to a thorough report  o1' the sequence of  events uhich led to the
f i lmr and then sau the ful l  f i lm on the UF0s around the aircraf t

Proceedings of  the conference rrr i l l  be avai lable short ly. .  To summarise,
a number of  great ideas uere put forulard at  the conferenoe, and i t  is  noui  up
to the Austnal ian groups & indiv iduals to adt on these ideas to fur the' t  our
invest igat ions into the UF0 phenomenon in Austral- ia,



Extraterrestr ia l  Isotope Rat ios '_
(z) by Dr.  Don Herbison-Evans.

Al l  of  the 105 knoun chemical  e lements exist  as any of  several  d i f ferent
isotopes" The var ious isoLopes of  a given element behave near ly ident ical ly
chemical ly to each other,  but  have di f fer ing nucLear masses. These masses can
be measured in a special  instrument such as a [ \ass Speetrometer.  The isotopes
are usual ly referred torby a let ter  symbol is ing the efement and a superscr ipt
symbol iz ing mass e.g.  H- means hydrogen ur i th a nuclear mass of  2 atomic uni ts.

lv iany isotopes are radioact ive,  and can be detected this uay, but over a long
per iod of  t ime these decay. The stable isotopes have some value for ver i fy ingr
or otherul isel  the extraterrestr ia l  source of  an object .

0f  the 105 elements,82 have at  least  one stable isotope, and 62 have more
than one. The element ui th the la lgest  number of  stable efements is t in,  u l i th 10.
A t iny f ragment (O"OOf gram) of  an objcct  analysed by a lYlass Spectrometer can
give the rat ios of  the amounts oF the var ious isotopes of  each of  these 62
elements.  The three common elenents rLrhich compose the bulk of  l iv ing matter
are hydrogen, oxygen and carb:n.  These each, have several  stable isotopes.
Their  terrestr ia l  re lat , ive,abundances ares
(f)  ( . )  Hydrogen: the Hz/Hr rat io is 150 parts per mi l l ion (p.P.fv l . )  in standard
mean ocean uater (SmOUt;.  This a5und4ncc var ies according to the source of  the
hydrogen, Thus in rain r . . rater,  the Hz abundanoe can be as lou as ?0 ppm, and
hydrogen f l rom bacter ia l  fermentat ion can have as t i t t le as 30 ppm.

(n) 0+HinTA this has three stabLe isotcpes" The
and 0-" , /0 ' "are O"539/"  and 0 "2O3/" resp:cl : ivsfy,
Other terrestr ia l  sol t rces can have the hcavier

.  \  ^LZ r^LJ z---- i
\c l  Larbons the t tz lc l3 rat io in Pee Dec Bci l :emnrre tpLJU/,  a carbonate rock,
is 89. The value var ies according the scurce of  thc carbon by up La +I /"
and doun by -5%. The most extreme var iat ions occur in natural  gas.

Just as these abundances vary some',rhat according bo their  terrestr ia l
source, so they vafy evcn m?ie fcr  e>:t laterrestr ia l  souL.ceso
Such informat ion : .s avai lable f rcrnl
(a) l roon rocks
( l )  Meteor i tes
(c) Radioastronon- icai  specbra
/  , \(d)  Stel lar  0pt icai .  Spectra.

Analysis of  the iocks brcughL back by thc Apol lo astronauts (5) gives us
some direct  informat ien.  The rccks are natural ly f rom the surface of  the moon,
and thus have suffered from bombardment Qy t ,he solar uind for some mi l - l ions of
years.  This 1 ' lnd i .s composed mainly of  H- ' ,  so i t  af fects the values someurhat.
Thusr. ,e H' . , /H'  rat io of  18-60 r : :as obserr"red in these rorks (of  160 iq S( l ! td) .
The 0'" /o '"  di f  l 'ered from Si/ lOruJ in the xange +0,38 tu L. gL%. The ct" /Ctt  rat j -o
r , ias found to be 1.1 to f  ,  ' i  n iqner than PDB"

f i ieteor i tes also provide a direct  sounce of  extratcrrestr ia l  mater ia l  fon
analysis" There are tuo main types of .meteor i tet  rocky and metal l ie,  The traces
of hydrogen in these give values nf l  H' /H'of  I90 & 145 ppm respect ieely
(of  Sl l0LJ:  160).  Traces of  carbon in the t , r rLo Lypes of  meteor i tec give values
di f fer ing f rom PDE by -O.25/.  and +5/"  respect ively,

Radio astronomy can detect  the spectra of  mol-ecules in the dust elouds
in space. The spectra of  molecules contai-nrng di f ferent isotopes are dist inct .
The evaluat ion of  abundances from these spectra has sone uncertainty due to
the unknoun thickness of  the c louds of  intcrstel lar  maler ia l - ,

1n 1A

abundance?oin.,  $f l0UJ of O' '  /O-"
^Lu 

f  
^t  

tgiv ing a O'- /O- '  rat io of  5.5.
isotcpes reduced by as much as IS.



(s)

fYleasurements have been made of the oIBrcLl rat io {Z),dy examining the
spectrgoof l the hydroxyl  radical  (0H) aL 162?"17 wlHz (0 ' 'H')  and L624.43
i lHz (0 '"H*/ ,  ' -v ing a vafue af  4.2 (of  5.5 in SwlOrdJ).  These isotopes h?Ue . ,  o
also been measured in the spectra of  carbcn monoxide (C0) giv ing an 0'" /0* '
rat i6 of  3.6 in the 0r ion Nebula,  and 4"0 rho 0ph. (g).

The heavler isotope ef  carbon C13 has been detected and measured in the
radio speglruqr"of  cyar ioacetylene (HC*ru) in the galact ic centre (+).  fn is gives
a rat io Cu/C'"  of  36 (of  89 in PLB)Y Formaldehyde (H,CO) in the galact ic
cent ie glves a value of  13.

The opt ical  spectra of  stars provide another source of  informat ion,  and
again the resul t ,s have some uncertainty due to the uncertain absolute
intensi t ies of  the electronic t ransi t ionr 'n the atoms.
The onry measulements ' r ,hat  r  l<no,, . r  of  to daie are oi '  tne c lz/crr  rat io ulhich
has been l is ted for 53 stais i  (0) ,  The values cluster around 20, but range
from 3 to 50 (of l  S9 in PDB) "

The range of  val-ues oi  just  these t ,hree elernents shous that ver i f icat ion
that an object  is  exlraterrestr ia l : i .s  possibl-e by analysis in a mass
spectrometer of  a very smal l  samp le f ror ' r  the object .

Re'Lerenc e:
(1) Epstein S, Buchsbaun R.o Lcr, , rensLoi-n H"A" & Urey H.C,,  Bul let in of  the
Geological  Society of  America,  Vo1. 62 ( i l f ;Z)  p 417"
(Z) Gardner F.  F.  & l rJhi teoak J '8.  ,  lYlor: th ly N ot ices of  the Royal  Astronomical
Society,  Vol  1?6 ( fgZ0) ,  Shcrt  Com;i ' r rn j .cabjons p 5?.
(S) Encrenay p.J.r  rLJannier P.G",  Jef fer . ts K.8. ,  Penzias AA & tr j i lson R.Li l . ,
Astrophysical  Journal  Vo1 ; l -E5 ( f !73) p" L,?1
(a) Gardner F.F.  & lL i .nner- ' isscr Gr / ,3b: : ;ph'r 'e i .c. ' , i  Jc,urnei ,  Vol  19? ( fgZS) p L?3
(5) Epstein S.,  Tayl-or H.P.,  S;- i .encc Uc)-  L6? ( fgZO) p 535
(6) Dearborn D.S.p.  & Eggleton tr .P.r  Q'rarter ly Journal  of  the Royal  Astronomical
Society,  vol  1? (19?5) p 418

fl ep orted 0bs erv aL-i-o.rlqLq.g[ 0 i r l L?-li :]v-C-t_ Jg,3;[q'e-le_s.! a, 1 9 7 7:. 1 9 7 9 .

Fy-]3*!h-fleslerei€.ld..:-

There have been a'c least ,  s i - :< rcFo:teci  UFO observat ions f rom observers in
aircraf t  over At- tstral-asr.a ui lh in the iast  t rL lo years" Tt . to made major headl ines
around the uror ld,  namely t l ' re Valentrch (1) (Victor ia 21.10. '18) and the Nerrr
Zealand (Z) (December ?B) aircraf  t / racle: , /v isual / f i tm cases, and I  ur i l l  not
revieul  these here" Four:  othcr observat ions have been reported of  unusual
objects in the sky r , :or thy of  our at tent iun,  These reports are Goondir , l inai  (3)
(Ot-o zz),  Kunanurra (+) (rur zz) 2 Porb Auqusta (B) (sn r iay zB) and tr . lhyalra(6)
(5A Dec ZB).  Invest igat i , : rns are st i f l  corr t inuing into the last  named.

G0OtIDIt tJIND{e The reporte: :  ucc t ravel l ing aEj a passenger on a B"p "  A.  t r i lander
f ly ing betueen Dunnanul la and Br isbane in Queenslarrd,  r r lhen the incident occured
at about 3 a.m. on 10i"h September L977" f i r ,  H. uas s j t t ing next to the pi lot
of  the t r i lander uhen approaching the Gocndiur indi  a i rport ,  both not iced Ehat
they f i rst  took to be another aircraf ' t  approach-ng on a stmi lan but opposi te
CO UPS€ o

The pi lot  conf i rmnd through ai i  t raf f l ic  eontrol  (Br isbane ano Sydney)
that no other t raf f ic  r las l<nour i r  to bc in the area as they made their  f i -nal
approach to land" As the aircraf t  ancj  the unknoun uere on uhat appeared hr:
be an eventual  cof i is j -on course, the t r i landei  p i lot  t ,ook evasive act ion af ' r l
[Ylr .  H. on the starboard s ide sau the unknorJn approach the airpor i ,  pass lout
over the runuiay and move auay to a posit ion Shl of  the xunuJayo

They landed, but uhi le refrrel l ing they observed that the objectrrhovered"



(q)

and rrmoved about errat ical . Iy" to the $J. ly leanurhi le Flr .  H. in discussing the objectui th urai t ing passengels found they had seen i t  pass sounores"iy at rou al t i tudeover the runuJay.

Half  an hour laper the B.P.A. f l ight  cont inued on to Br isbane. Si t t ing
once again by the pi lot ,  as they ascendedl  f l l r .  H, uatched the unknorn *u" ltorrrard the aircraft ,  then paee i t  at  a eimj. lar rate oe 

"fe"J-on 
the starboardsider before i t  turned auray f rom the pLane in a sE dire"[ i ; ; r -d lsappe"" i"g- i " t "

the distance. lv lR. H. said that  at  no t ime uas any shape discernibl ; ; - ; ; i t=t ; ; - -
br ight  l ights posi t ioned above and belou (at  any 

"ngf!)  
, f , . i - """red to be a

"thick bodyr" The r ' l ightsrr  uere not the usual  typ" Fi t l "J io arrcrart ,  beingdeseribed as changi.ng colour from orange-uhite in a ' fpsychadel ic ' r  r lEoFlspoThe incident ulas apparentJ-y- not reporteo to any authori t ,y.

KUNANURRA: At 5.3i1 p.rTrr of i  th 'e 9 Dee 7? a lYlr .  Lindsay f icKenzie-smith and hisui fe Helen uere f ty ing in a l ight aireraft  at  a posi l ion approximately 100 Ktvleast of  Kunanuma, Northern Terr i tory (some S?0 Klv l  SSrJ of  barr , . , in) .  i ; ; ; i ; " ;u:as pi loted by lv lr .  l r ]cKenzie-smith uho had ?s0 hour,s f ly ing experiencer
0n that day they had already made several  f l ights ui ln in ' the NT sincestart ing at  about 9.30 a.m. that  morning, and uere-on thei ; - ; ; t  f rom Legune tovictor ia River Douns (vno).  The terrain in the area is extremeiy rugged andisolated and both peopre uere feel ing t i red af ter  commencing this 1ast reg atabout 4.30 p.m.

The aircraf t ,  a Cessna 2o6t uas cruis ing at  16?5 metresr just  af ter  passingover the Pinkerton Ranges (soo-g+o m nign),  uhen Helen plcKenzie-smith tordher husband that another aircraf t  uas coming touards them. Heren est imated thatshe f j ' rst  note.d the "objectr t t r :hen i !  uas about,5 Ktyl  d istant,  f ry ing at  a rorr leral t i tude belour the v is ib le hor izon. r t  u las easi ly picked up'"g. in"t  the green-broun background. Both of  them logical ly expected the ' robjectu to be a planebut neal ized i t  u lasnrt  as i t  approached.
,  The object  passed beLorr l  them and behind the plane at  an est imated IS?0 m(making i t  nhout 3oo m belou them). In oroer to on""rve the object  fur ther thepi lot  banked the aireraf t  approximately 90 degrees, but upon t i r rn ing, theobject  had apparent ly disappeared from sight.  The pJ-ane t 'hen cont inued on i tsformer course and rrr i th in 5 mj-nutes of  the observat ion at tempted to report  i tsposi t ion as is hormal pract ice at  th is stage. of  the f r ighi . '  ( in"y also plannedto as[< i f  there urere any traf  f , ic in the 

"r"o) 
.

lYlr '  lYlcKenzie-smith t r ied several  t imes but could not t ransmit  on vHF or HF forthe for lour ing 20-30 minutes.  He Lrventual ly raised Darr,r in f  vHi l  before approachingand landing at  VRD.
The objeet appears to have come ne less than 300 m from the aircraf t ,  andLindsay says that." t lo- .object  gave no depth percept i .on,  i ts  s ize and heightuJere hard to est imate'r  as he only satu j - t  for some 38-40 seconds. I t  uas anoval  or  lent icular shape, appear ing metal l ic  and at  an est imated 300 m seemedto be 9 m long, by 2.?5 to 3 m uide and probably 1 m thi .ck.  r t  had uleLl  def inededges and a dul l  or  non-ref lect ing surface, s imirar to ar iodis ins- i rh i ; - ; ; ; ; i . -

Both v ieuers thought i t  peeur iar  that  there uras no snaoo,,r- ; ; - ; l ' -  the sun urasset i ing behind them and shourd have refLected on the r""J inf  e jg" or the objectbut didnrt .  The object  f lerrr  s ideurays just  r ike an airprane r i \ne.
The incident uas not of f ie ia lJ-y reported but came to the not iqe of  uFo Research (rrvq)ulho intervieued the observ€rso

pPRT AUFUSIA: our th i rd-case presents us rrr i th someuhat of  a mystery.  A l ightaircraft  pirot  rrrho idas f ly ing from lYlount Gambier to AdeLaide, overheard a radioconversat ion concerning a UF0, ulhi lst  enroute. I t  r , las the evening of the 3rd wlay1978 (atthouqh the exaet t i r le is not knoun) 
"n"n 

ni"  radio eam" to ur" and he :heard an aircraf t_near port  Augusta calr ing the Aderaide aiqport" ;"- ; ; " ;1"""*
v isual  s ight inq of  a br ight  1 i9ht,  r r rh ich nao i t  seems also been.picked,up onlhe planets radar.  The ent i r"  story r , ,asnrt  knoun as our informant ulas Landingat the t ime.

Invest igat ions rr lere in i t iated by UFO Research (SA) and a check made of  thetrrro air l ines f ly ing in the area plus the local  5t .  John Air  Ambulance Servicebased near Port  Augusta,  a lso the Department op Transport  and th;-R;;" iesv-esAustral ian Air  Force uere contacted. l



(s)

There urere turo planes in the area at  the t ime, nei ther of  uhich reportedly had
observed any unusual  phenomena. A search of  the Airport  f l ight  service reeords
revealed a pol ice ' repo.r t  of  turo red f l Iares being sighted I  naut ical  mi les S
o1' t tJhyal la at  8 '58 p.m. but nothing else.  An advert  p laced in several  local
papers fa i led to sol ic i t  any response for v isual  observat ions,  The RAAF
decl ined to ansr i ier  our query for  any detai ls they might have. Overal l  uJe bJere
lef t  u l i th not being able to do nruch more than reeord a possible event.

! . [J.Atf-ni  Thj-s case came to the ears of UFO Research (FNQ) rr ;ho foruarded i t
to UF0 Research (sA) for  invest igat ions,  r , rh ich have not yet  been f inal ised.
A man uas.pi lo l ing a l ight  arrcraf t  f rom Adelaide to l iJhyal la,  South Austral ia
on 30 Decdmber 19?8 at  about. t -1 p.m" f ly ing at  2800 m, speed 220 knots.
0ver Al- fcrd he not iced urhat to him appeared to be another aircraf t  f ly ing
paral le l  at  an Est imated 24 Kn distance. He checked ui th Adelaide but,  uas
advised that there ura$ no traf f ic  in the area. Looking back to the object ,
he real ised that there urere no navigat ion l ights on i t  n i t  uas merely an
elongated rr . rh i te l iqht  r , . r i th a bluc t ing" 

""ound 
the edge. I t  stayed ul i th him

unt i l -  he turned lef t  in the l rJhyal la c i rcui t  areal  and i t  stopped moving unt i l
the plane came on to the dorLlnrr . r ind leg of  the c i rcui t .  At  th is st ,age i t  c losed
in on the plane very quickly,  qo thc pi l -ot  Landed as fast  as he couLd.
The object  turned ar. lay and disappeared"

POLICY: i r rJel l ,  there tue have our foui  cases from the past t r r ro years.  The
Goondirr . r indi ,  Kunanutra,  Port  Augusta and IJhyal la incidents have al l  come
to our knor,r ledge pr ivately '  None havc appeared in the media and only [Jhyal la
can be substant iated fron of f ic ia l  rccords.  The Department of  Transport  is  the
government department responsible for  the oversight ing of  a l t  aspects of
c iv i l ian air  movements and safety" l ts pol icy is c lear"  Enquir ies are usual ly
referred to the RAAF(Z).  Ine RAAFts poJ- icy is bhere is no such thing as
t  ntrnlr inn l lF-{  /n\  { .Frrre 

-- t -* i^^,c-  e, , r  r . . r , /  i  Enus qeEr: .nq of l f ic i_al-  conf_._.  : . t ion of  a UF0/aircraf t
incident rc:mai-ns di f f icul t

There are tuo main a: ' . r  l ines ur i th in Austral ia and their  at t i tude seems
to be that incj i r , r idual  p i lots are f rec to ta lk about such observat ions they
make, unl i l<e the RAAF. Pr ivate pi lots ale under no apparent restr ict ions but
i t  uoul"d seem they make no of f ic ia l  repr:r t ,  because of  the at t i tude of  the
Department cf  Transport  ancl  RAAF. In sumnrary,  some interest ing air  encounters
have occurred ovcr thc past tuo years,  but  a complete invest igat ion is
extremely c j i f f icul t  due to of f ic ia]  pol ic ies.(9)

Notes qn! Rc.fer€nces,:

(r)  see trrhe lYl issing cessna and the uFO" uJ.  chalker ,  FSR uol  2 4 no 5 pp 3-5

?19 :Pi lo i  d isappears af ter ' report ing UF0' '  w|UF0N Journal  na LZ9, Aug TB pp3-S
12) See rrNcu Zealand raciar-v isual-  and f i lm casestr  K "  Basterf ie ld wIUF0N Journal
no 1"32, Nov/Dec ?8 pp 3-5 and B. lv lacCabeers excel lent  analysis in the f iay
and June ?9 issues of  ' ;he wIUF0N Journal .

! : ) .  Report  detai ls courtesy UF0 Research (FNA) P.0.  Box t5B5 Cairns QId 48?0
(+) As for 3.

!5)  Invest igat ions by G. Bol ton,  s.  Bol ton,  J.  Burford and this author.
! .9)  In i t ia l  report  v ia UF0 Research (FNA),  invest igat ion by UF0 n"""u".n (sn).
(  7)  Letter f  rom DL.partment of  r ransport  t ,o uF0 Research (sn)
(e) Letter f rom RAAF t ,o AC0S 19?s.
(s)  previously reported encounters ui th no convent ional  explanat ions are:=
r953 Near Sydney (u), .  r lsa iv leLbour6e (v) ,  4"L.s4 i le lbourne (v) ,  28.5.65 of f
Bouganvi l l -e Reef (vrp),  Jut /Aug 68 near Cairns (Vrp)

V=Visual ,  P=Photographic"
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An Austral ian Fl icht  19? bv John Prvtz.

1n the l ight  of  the nou famous Valent ich-Bass Strai t -UF0 mystery of
October 19?8r the fo l lour ing neurspaper art ic le extracts are of  more than passing
interest .
"The Fl iers UJe l . rJanted to Forget"  (by) Rex Gardner.

"Six Thunderbol t  f ighter planes Ief t  an aircraf t  carr ier  of f  the Victor ian coast
in 1942. They u;ere never 'seen again" The Thunderbol ts are among dozens of  p lanes
that crashed in Victor ia and of f  the coast dur ing the rr . rar .  Yet unt i l  now, their
fatee by accident and design, has been largely ignored,

Their  graves are a long uray f rom any cemetery.  Their  tombs are capsules of
crumpled metal  and leather,  and their  only v is i tors are inquis i t ive uiLd
animals or f ish.

These forgotten dead are just  stat ist ics in some dusty f i le deep in the
archives of  the RAAF.

They are the airmen uho disappeared during f l ights aeross Victor ia in !Jor ld bJal 2.

tt t+ litt J+ Jf t+ * JtJ+ l€tt J( *Jr l+rt J+ * * r+r+ Jf JrJ(i( J( .tt** *Je *

RAAF records shour that  45 planes crashed over Victor ia dur ing the ular.
Tuenty-trr lo are st i l t  of f ic ial ly r isted as missing r,r i thout trace.

* * ** * ** Jf {.lf JfJ( J( Jf tFJt * J(J+ t( J+ Jf J+ J+ t( rf J+ J( J+

Of th 'e 22 planes st i t l  missingr 1? ploughed into Bass Strai t  r , r i thout t race.
Four more are someulhere in Port  Phi l l ip Bay and one is missing around Lake Goringle.
Because i t  uas uart ime and service tragedies -  especial ly at  home - uJEr€ comfi lon,
- l i t t le uras heard.  And the RAAF, l ike the Army and Navy, didnrt ,  advert ise
their  losses.
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Headl ines l ike rAircraf t  and f , reu Presumed Lostrr  rFatal  Crash of  Plane
Unexplainedt,  rNo Trace of  Airmenr and r lv l iss ing RAAF lv lystery -  Appea1 to
Bushmen in East Gippslandr u. lere standard,  fo l loued by a feu short  paragraphs.
Today r  any such tragedy urould be sp l -ashed actoss neurspapers and the airuaves.

J+J( l+ J()f J( i( i( J( )C vr J( J( t( )f * ,+ l+ l( J( Jt J( J( *'

The unoff ic ia l -  l is t  of  p lane ureeks includes:
Six USAF Thunderbol t  f ighters rr , rh ich Left  an aircraf t  carr ier  of f  the Victor ian
coast in L942 and rr lere never seen aqain.

The of f l ic ia l  RAAF ] ist  of  p lanes st i l l  missing is:
Eight Beauforts -  one of  f  King Is land, t r r lo of  f  BairnsdaLe, three of  f
Lakes Entrance, one betueen Bairnsdale and Fl inders Is land and one in a lake.
Three Hudsons -  one betueen Bairnsdale and Fl inders Is land, one in Lhe East
Sal-e area and one of f  Paynesvi l le.
Ttr ;o lYl i tchel- ls of f  Torquay and Anglesea"
Three Ansons -  t r r ro of f  lYlalacoot,a and one of f  Queenscl i f fe.
Tr, lo Oxfords of f  Seaspray and Point  Cook.
Trrro LJirraurays in Port  Phi l l ip Bay and of  f  f . iJ i lsonr s Promontory.
A US 85? of  f  Airey t  s In l -ct .
A Spi t f i re in Port  Phi l t ip Bay.I '

J+Jf * J( .)(,t J( * J+ JC r+ Jr * * )a Jt J( J( L )++ * JaJ(

Source: THE ( l lELBOLjRNE) SUN-PICT0RI AL, 22 September I9 '?9 -  p.27-28.

Rex Gardner in no uJay, impl ied or actual ly,  connects these ulart ime cases
ui th the Valent ich-Bass Strai t -UF0 mystery in part icular l  nor an Austral ian
trBermuda Tr ianglei l  or  any other ' r far  outrrexplanat ion exccpt that  of  rout ine
aircraf t  fa i lures.  Enemy contact  canrt  explain any or a} l  of  these losses
over home terr i tory" I lany uart ime rr l recks have already been l -ocated and nore
may be found in the future u.rhich ut i l l  de-myst i fy the cases l is ted as "missing
ui thout t racer ' .

Hor: lever,  based on ulhat Rex Gardner uJrote,  one has to \ rondex, in l ight
of  recent events,  i f  there is a deeper mystery in rr . rhy I 'Eastern Victor ia -
part icular ly Gippsland -  is  l i teral ly a graveyard for  p lanes, pi lots and
their  creulrr .

Psvcholooical  Inf luences on UFO "Abductee" Test imonies*

bv lYlark lYloravec.

In recent years,  cases of  a l leged I 'abduct ion'r  by UF0 ent i t ies harte received
greater at tent ion f rom ufologists.  The quest ion of  hor,r  re l iabfe and va, id is
the data obtained from ui tncsses under hypnot ic regression is st i l l  to be
ansuJered" In mult ip le-ui tness cases, psychological  infJuences operat ing in
the social  s i tuat ion may l -or ler  t ,he rel iabi l i ty  of  eyeui tness test imony.

Blakc ( fSZa; has draun at tent ion to the processes of  i l fo l ie a deux' f
(a sharedrrmadnesstr ,  uhere a personts abi l i ty  to dist inguish betueen real i ty
and fantasy is distorted by t ,he inf luence of  anotherrs delusions) and
eonformity (y ie ld ing to group pressures).  fn a mult ip le-ui tness s i tuat ion,
a duminant person is l ikely to inf luence the test imony of  other ui tnesses.
And as Larr lson ( fSfZ) has observcd: ' t lv lu l t ip le-ur i tncss abduct ion cases have
usual ly been dominated by one of  the ur i tnessess one is more observantr  o l ten
seems less negat ive in his or her emot ional  response to the event,  and is
incl ined to be more cooperat ive and even more art iculate r , r i th invest igators."  (pZ)"



A lar ge number
speci f ic  qroup

o f  dominant-su.bordinate
si tuat ions,  personal i ty

(8)

relat ionships are possible according to
character ist ics and status.  For example:

subordinate
young person
son/daughter
emp loyee
npnona' l  nrrh l ic

louler-ranking uni formed
ct l l ' l rnni  f r r

ue f ind:

Barney Hi l l
d isbel ieved in UF0s (before hypnosis)
more emot ional-  and Less stoic
Less ui l l ing to ta lk about exper ience

Blum, I974)
Cal-v in Parker
agc 19
shipyard ulorker
less ur i l l ing to ta lk about exper ience

' lost  consciousness uhen ent i t ies
emerged from rrcraf t r r

(see Uan Vl ierden, I97?)

Fran ccs
lost  consciousness (r , lent  to s leep)

Dominant
aqel  adul t
fami ly posi t ionl  parent
occupat ional  status:  emp loyer

pol iceman
high-ranking uni formed
author i ty

In terms of  speci f ic  cases of  a l leged abduct ion,
Neu Hempshire.  L96L (see Ful ler  I974)

Bettv Hi l l
opcn minded about UFOs
less emot ional  and more stoic
more u.r iL l ing to ta lk about exper ience
l0 days al ter  UFO sight ing,  had dreams

of l  abduct ion

Pascaqoula.  fv l iss. .  ] -973 (see Blum and
Charles Hickson
age +2
shipy ard forernan
morc u: i l l ing to ta lk about exper ience
rccalLcd'rexaminat ion'r  inside UFO

ilc l t  Br id.qe. Zimbaburc Rhodesia.  1974

P'E!g'-"
r :ecal led contact  by ent i t ies
cjeep trance subject  and previously an

t 'astral  t ravel l -er t t

l rom the above data,  i t  appears that  Bctty Hi l l  and Char]-es Hickson can be
eonsidered dominant in terms of  pcrsonal i ty or status in their  respect ive
ci?scs.  ( tn tne case of  Peter and Francis,  the dominant-subordinate relat ionship,
i f  any,  is  uncLe ar)  .  The point  is ,  that ,  in mult ip le-rr l i tness abduct ign cases,
the psyehological  re lat ionship betr , reen the ui tnesses has to be considered uhen
cvaluat ing the rel iabi l i ty  of  the data gained, especial ly f rom the subordinate
ui tness(n") .  I t  is  qui te probable that  the dominant ui tness has inf luenced the
test imony of  other uj- tnesses,

8ut r . le st i l l  havc to aceount for  the or ig in of  the abduct ion cfaim by the'
presumed dominant ur i tness.  Lar, ison ( tg l l )  suqgest,s that  " .  .  .  the imaginat ions of
indiv idual  ur i tnesses may be the soulce of  much i f  not  a1l  the data ue have
about al leged abduct lons. . . r r .  He found Lhat 'hypnot ised abductees, both t ' real I
and rr i 'maginary" l  included al leged t texaminat ion" detai ls corresponding to
hospi ta l  examinat i -ons r . rh ich were part  of  the pcrsonrs past medical  h istory.
This suggests that  b iographical  data stored in the personts memory may be
recal- l -ed and added to a fantasy related uhi le under hypnosis.  The r . r r i tness may
fantasise an abduct ion story merely to please the hypnot ist  asking quest ions.

Returning to the muLt i -u i tness abduct ion sases out l ined ear l ier ,  i t  is  a str ik ing
dctai l  that  one rr l i tness dominates in so far  as he/she recal ls more detai ls of
the,  abduct ion/contact ,  and is more rrr i l l ing to discuss the exper ience, consciously
or unconsciously" Thus Char. l -es Hickson recal led his "medical  exanr i r  rat iofrr 'and
contact  by UF0 ent i t ies uhereas Calvin Parker lost  consciousness as soon as the
ent i t ies emerged from therrcraf t r ' .  Peter and Frances both ui tnessed strange
l ights in the skyr the al tered landscape and their  loss of  control  over their
car;  but  i t  uas only Peter r , lho recal led contact  u l i th the UFO ent i t ies s ince
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Frances lost  consciousness. Unl ike Barney, Betty Hi I I  had n, ightmdres of
abduct ion by.UF0-ent i t ies,  some l0 days af ter  their  UFO sigh[ ing. 'Cou!-d Betty,

'  Char les,  and Peter have transferred their  oun abduct lon fantasies to their
,  respect ive pai tners? 

:
I t  could be argued that the t ransf ler  of  fantasised detai ls could be

prevented by conduct ing independent hypnot ic regressions of  each ui tness' .
Betty and Barney Hi l l  urere regressed independent ly but not before Betty hd'd
communicated detai ls bf  her abducbj-on dreems to Barney; dreams rr lh ich csntained
detai ls s imi lar  to uhat the coup. le uere later to recal l  u lhen hypnot ised by
DA Benjamin Simono Even i f  r r le have a case in uhich there is no hint  of  r
abduct ion ( f rom dreams or other sources) knoun by any of  the ui , tnesees pr ibr
to independent hypnot ic regressions, there is st i l I  one more possibi l i ty  uthich
uould al lou us to rerain Lhe fantasy hyoot,hesis of  abduct ions.  This is the
possibi l i ty  of  a parapsychologieaL transfer of  informat ion f rom one ui tness to
another.  I f  in fact  the ' rdominantrr  u i tness could te lepathical ly t ransfer
detai ls of  h is abduct ion fantasy to other ui tnesses, then the elaim of
' r independentt t  conf i rmat ion is inval idated, (Some parapsychoJ-ogists have suggested
that psi  processes may occur more readi ly in a hypnot ic state but research
has thus far fa i led to support  th is idea, according to Rhine, 1969, p.250).

In conclusion, ue have to be very caut ious in accept ing the test imonies
of al leged I tabductee.srr .  In nulLrple-rr : i tness cases, the t 'dominanttr  r r l i tnees may
inf luence the test , i rnony of  others.  I r respect ive of  r r rhether or not a rr l i tness
has in i t ia l ly  exper ienced an object ive UF0 manifestat ion,  the possibi- l i ty
remains that his subsequent account of  "abduct ion' t ,  as presented under hypnosis,
is subject ive fantasy.
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QUESTIONN AIIE FOR ]UFOIP ARAN ORTSI_ CA9E.,S-.
A copy of  th is quest ionnaire is avai lable to any group or invest igator rr lho is
interest 'ed in invest igat ing ' tpsiufo, logical ' r  reports.  The quest ionnaire has
80 i tems ei :ver ing general  background informat ion,  mental  communieat ions,
portergeists, ,  appar i t ions,  p"y"hotoqical  and physioj-ogical  react ions,  and
ui tness background'  I t  is  designed for use by the invest, igator in the intervier, l
s i tuat ion.  Sinie u,e are of t ,c 'n deal ing ui th personaL detai ls,  especial ly in
this type of  report ,  the invest, igator should use his tact  and discret ion in
asking some of the more personal  quest ions (see quest ions ?1, ?g and ?9).
Hopeful ly,  the'quest ionnaire ui l I  ensure that al l  v i ta l  quesi ions are asked
and ui l l 'a id inr the organisat ion of  both the intervieur(s)  and subsequent
report  ur i te-up.

contac! :  lYlark L.  fn loravec, 26 fY] innamurra place pymble Ngi j  20?g.

N OTI CI:
tdhen you rrrr i te to TUFoIC, p j -ease address your correspondenee
TUF0IC, .B0X_iS10N," Gpp t . | .0.B ,  and NOT GpO Box
as too many .ret ters are sent to NORTH H0BART and the GpO have
TUFBIC to ask:everyone to address correspondence in th is uay.

as fol lours:
1310N. Hobart
requested
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CcnreLs and Surr ers L j . t ic ' r . : r  , by David Seanoent, .

Ccmets have alura) ' . - ;  in l i - : - : :d fc:r  in every cul ture,  and even today th: is
feel ing is not ent i re-1-y deaC. I { :  is  not  hard to i rnagine hou the sudden appearance
of l  a neur ob ject  in the sky (  espec; ia i1y one as add.- looki-ng as the average comet)
could have inspired fear j .n lhc i ical ts of  'b l ' rnse tr th, :  bel ievod that the skies
determined dest i r ry.  L ikeuisc,  thr  s, lo:d . -  sneped eppcarance of  many com'ets must
have aroused subconsLi :ous thoughts () . r 'uar 3r even divrrre judgement in the minds
of many people.  This may evcn have'  ; r iq3ered of f  some u;ars? in part icular
rr touchyi l  s i tuat iorrs (a suoro-shepcd rbject  j -n the sky being taken as a s ign to
attack the enemy etc.  )  and, in any case r  uJei  anC other c j i .sasters happen r , l i th
suf l f ic ient  f requence to enah- le some ci tmel to be blamed for something.

Houever i t  is  occasional ly suggested that,  there may be some vague basis
for:  the superst i t j -on" Thir  is  not an unreasonable suEgest icn as most sup'erst i t ions
and' to ld u:-ves tafes" are hei i - iq f r ) r t r - lc j  to contain a kernal  of  t ruth.
A sugqest ion made b;v [ . t '1 "  Car je resl : ;  a lbhc cnnfusio;r ;  in ear l ier  t imes, betueen
comeis and nova. Cade sugg:r : ted t i rat  the X--Ray dose l rcm a supernova exploding
ui th in r : r : r  gelax!  nay be suff i l ieni  !c oat lse uidespread i l lness.
In support  of  h is coni ,ent ion,  he poinLs to the co- incidence betrueen the
supexnovae of  1572 anC 160/t  and the qreat plaques preced. j lng them. Radiat ion
(emiLted before the g,- 'eat :ncref tse in v is ib-1-e l i .ght  of  these stars) may have
r- , . ;e akened many people,  making t i ' rsn more sLlscept ib le to i -n iect icn.  Anot,her
possibi l i ty  concerns ' lhe rathcr cor i rp J. i .caied : lnteracLion betr , lecn the Earth
ar.rd sunspots.  l le havc ccnsidcrable ev". i lence th: t  b. ; th the earth and comets are
v.cr ; r  ssi ' ls i t ive to c l ranges on lhc sun, ano hhj .s sens j - t iv i ty shorrrs i tsel f  in a
number of  ua,vs.  There is eviderrcc,  fo i  instanctr . ,  that  contets tend to be
-Lntr j -nsj-cal ly br- i -gfr t .er  and have stronqer i  a i ls  r , rhon uhe sun is act ive and
' i : l .cre is nou cansj  derable ev j - i jence to sugqrsi ;  th. : t  1 nct  rnerely the earthts
u. ieather,  but  a lso i i rc i i l le l j -hociJ i : i  l , ' : ' ' -hruat ies ancl  s in i - l -ar  events are af  fected
Dy sr. jnspot numberr "  f fppalent iy '  r -he a- ' i ; r : ra ' t icn nf l  t ; r :  earLhis magnet ic f ie ld
r l t . t l - ing t  j .mcs of  l - , ' .oh co.Lar aci- i ' - ' i i ;y  i  l - ; r 'c ' ,  c) l ; ; re ' - :  "c:s ' l i1 geological  faul t
l - j -nes,  of ten'ar i th dis.astc:nus ef fects-

iur thcrmorc evcn pe:nJe secin : f  i 'cct , :c l  i ,y '  sr-rnspci ;s -  deter iorat ion in mental
heal th,  !ncreasc i ; r  heart  at tacks;  h i1.hr. : ,  rates of  acni .Cents and mttrdersl

even greater r , : i1 ' . inqness to cnt j : i : . ' :cc, ' . :dr :af  p; . r l i 'Lrc: l  croeds, have alL been
cor le lated ui t l r  sun:pot maxinun,.  - i  l ' i - i  : ,  scun- l r ;  ' ; :azv "  cut  i f  i t  is  remembered
that much of  our brain nct iv j - i ; '  i .s  c r , r - , r ' t r i . r - l : rJ,r  

' ; l 'c  i rho. 'e s j -Luat ion begins to
icok mere Iogicel ' i :han astrolaq:-ca1.

Rernemberinc botfr  t l re so:-a" ei feci : i  c l t  lo; tc: ts,  thr  r leterrological  and
geological  ef  i 'ecl ;s en ihe earth antJ i ;hc ;  i iy : : l1o1i  cr  I  and psychological

et ' fects on Eart l i 's  inhab- i tants,  bre i i . r 'y '  ;pccuLalc thal  Lhe t imes of  br ight l

act ive ccnets t . rnd al-so to be t j  f ; i .s  l i '  int ,ef :s solai  act iv i ty,  u l i th al l  i ts
dire ef l fects.  i {an urould be uni ikely to blame thc:  s;un fcr  these adverse ef fects -
t ,he'r lngical"  object  to b. Iar" ' re u:ruid sulc ly be t . f rc fuz.zy comet,"

Urr for tunately,  thc s, . i - : t . ' i , , i ic ; r  - i .s  r t t t  as s ' , , ra:ght,  foruard as th is.  Times
or sunspot maximum arr :  a- l -so' t . i lmei  c; f  cIouCr-tress anC, t i rerefore,  DECREASED
frequency of  ccmet DISCiIVIRIES. t i r ,  F.  L in l :  (n.n.A" Jcurnal  i968 Apr i I  Vol .?B
No, 3 p 1.95) arcues convincingly f : r  ihe c l ra l i i -ng c i  c louciy per iods in past
aqee by graphing lhe 1 ' r r :qt-r i - rncv o i  uare'b drscouer ics" He I 'ound that per lods
of lotr  REP0RTED comet 1 ' requency teir r ied to co- inc: lde ur iLh per iods of  h igh
iuloral  act iv i ty and, therefore,  intense :unspct,  acl iv i ty"  Assuning a constant
sir i 'am o f  conets,  the exp lanat inn mtr : l - .  t i .e in por:r  obscrv- i -ng condi t ions
L. j "ncreased incidence of  c loud et- ic j  ra- i .n)  r lL 11nn bhese t- i -mes,
l 'he fo l lou:ng points shou- l - i l  ,  horr . lever,  be not 'ed:
. l r )  I f  comets are more frequent ly , :b. : : ivr ;c i  du: inq.  {dry) 'sunspot minima

" ?ami1:;-ar i ty may breed conteapt i '  at  t ' rese r .gui te l i - rnes.  Al te ' rnatelyr  comets may

oome to be asscc: .ated u; i t i r  d:ouqhL.
,- , )  As arr lorel  ar : t i .v ; - tv j -s rrcrrCe.d u;  in: ;1s3si1 '1g JL::11n0 i imes of  sunspot.
maxima (despibe hhe c. l -oud) thc comets Lrsj , lq n.Lrsed at '  sueh t imes must be less
lonspicuous than'che aulora.  Ti- lL is,  tnose comets.  r r rh inh are observed dur ing the
years c l  h lgh solar act i r r : - ty ui l  I  t ,en;J to be the br ighter,  rarer and inore

" f  r i .ghteninq" obj  ects.  This iencjc! ' rct  t . ;b la! ld 5r j -ghi ;er  camets nay be re-enforced
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by thc cnhanccd coi i : r  . :c l iv i ty '  j - tscl i "
z \  r t^-^^. .  ^€ +-^^-;+. , - , , . .ar^^nani^-" :  . . i - .^ , . - - . .^^ €+^^ ^^-Fr. l  urdeouo ur Lrur,Jf ,uu!)  uur, !ur  !  prrr- ' r ru ' rLrr(r  IJCIO Oftgn COnfUSed.

Thus (rn thc popul- : r  n ind) ?urorcl  Cisplays thcnrse. l -ves may havc been mistaken
f or comets (as.  for  i  nsf ,ance the ! tcomL.t ' r  of  1528, so caJ-Ied by Ambroise Parel
but nou bel ievcd to have beer l  an auroiaL disptoy).  Tfr is lat ter  c lass of

-r-  i^^+'  "^r '1-r  Fhlrr : forc,  bt :  b lamcci  for  any Gvcnts dur ing or fo l louing a greaLUUJUUUD UUuj-{ l t  Uirr j ! . : l r r !Lt  ut j  u lu l l lcu lu!  o l ly  UVUl lu-  t -urr l  l9 UI IUI

auroraf  d isp lay.

UF0 Probe in the Krem-r,- in? 9Y I  o JCI IqJ.  UV .

An intcrcst- i .nq phenomeiron ura-B otrsciveci  in 1971 in the KremLin of  [v]oscou"
At about 8"30 c"r ,  ,  on iuqus'r  5th,  , r  f i . ' ry ephcr icei  objact  st tddenly appeareC
about 200 nr a ' i iove' i ,hc Grca. i  Klcml in Pal-gcc" I ts cst i rnated diameter rr :as about
one rnetcr"  A fe u s?ronds; af ter  r t  f  i rst  appeared, thc f - iery bal l  moved and
short ly iherceftc l  d:-v ioed intc t i r rcc smaf l -or  bal- ls.  0ne of  these then descended
cnto the Ivanovsi<aya Sot.Lr ic,  t l - ic  other tuo t ,o the Taj-ni tski  Garden. Their
dest iny is unkrrnun" The par bicular spn-. ' re r ' rhrch dcscended onto lhe square,
uras cDproximct, ,  ty 5 cn in r . ianrtcr  cnC yc l - Iou,  l rocecd..d tou:ards t ,he

^*r 'k^- ' '^1^r ' ;  " - ' -hcdiaf"  Al  thab t i -ne.  therc !JOS t-r  hoairr ;  fa l l  nf  ra in.n!nl lu l lgL' !JA-r-  rJu - l lurr l . l jo r 'L Ul lc,U e l l t lc :V)/  tOla Ul

l - tcv in!  about nirr .  metr : r  abo'"re the qround, ;6r i  
- .pheic f  l -oated through the open

doors of  'bhc c.abiredral ,  bctueen i i re kecper and a uratchinan. The tuo LJere no
morc than onc metcr:part"  Tlrc srhere nrcved si lenl ly into lhe cathedra]  touards
the al tar  a;-rcJ exp. i .cderr : l  aqainst  lhe : -conoslas:s "  No danagc uras caused apart
f ' rom a s l : -ght ly burnt .  r ' roorJi :n vol . r - t i :c  o i  thc j  conrst ,asis carving.

Que st icr j  nq t ,h:  u: ;ncsl i . .s,  ta l< ' i .nq iheodc I i . l i  n i rasurcmtnts,  and conduct ing
an investrq ' . t i -on - in ic ' ' l - r r  inc: i  r tcnt ,  erra! : i ld Dr" i 'hkf ia i - ' l -  T.  Dmitr iev,  a soviet
chemist  and expel  ;  in b, .L l  i i -ghini  no,  r 'cpol tc: l  tnc case in the soviet  science
maqazinc Vcl<rug Sv' :J-r  ( i t :otr t ,d th.-  hJr i l r r^ iurrr  l9?l)

The nysier iouq baJ-J. ,  unich nry ruei l  i rn ' , " r , . .  be.r-n baI l .  l ightning, houever
producecJ ccfects uh- i - r : f r  arc t .vp- i .cai  of  UF0s. Thcr:  uts e strong odour of
ozonc in t i . le cathedrai .  and.Lhe l ighi ;  - . i i tcnr: i ty of  the spherc uas est imated
at 5-I0 t - i . t , re s t ,hc hr ' , - lL- ianc. :  o i  sunl ig l r t  ,  I  i , : :  ust : -mat,cd cnerqy uould be enouqh
'Lc havc de.stroy:r l  t i rc nnt i  re c: thrdi .a l - .  i ' l  cvcr ' ;h l . t . - , rs,  nc heat f rom Lhc sphere
LJas f  e1t  hy enyonc l rhc st l , :d i ,o cvcn ur: .  l ; i r  in ha,t- t '  a ncte:  of  . i t  "  The wj- tnesses
uJelrc on. ly Cazz, l - ' :C by {- l .s b.r i i -1. , , ' , rcr :^ erC frr  ih i :  fo. i . l .ouing 2-3 days shoued
signs of  iypei 'ucnsive c: i  s ic:  st , : r . r  q . r -n. l - i : i t i 's i t*cn,  v i  o l -cnt  hcadaches, sharply
depiavcd vis lcn e ' -c"

Bal-1 l . ightn:-r ,c ,  nt : rpr ' : i=t io; i  r : r '  'Lhis phcnonerrrrn is at  var iance r . r . t i th the
f  act  that  the atrchi- i ,c; tu l ' ' r -L cr , i i , :  l .cx ol '  thp Krem-i in is ptov- i -ded r , - r i th the
nost pcrf l lc t  i i - r ;htnirrg [ r rDL. jc ' - ion uyr l t : ; r r .nd y l t ,  th is sphcre acted as i f l
tha:e uJere nc such sysLens plescnt"

0ne f  ur the::  far l  orr  th i  s case, , f \ i :oLrt ,  l iL lC yexrrs agc, a s imi l -ar  f  iery bal l
f ieu into thr :  s:nic c; ' ;hud::r1. ,  ap, : roa' :hcrJ t t ic  aJ 'bar and cxplodr.d against  t f re
iconostat is,
A thciot tgh invcst . ig i : t , iotr  into l i t j -s casc is  prr . 's :nt  1-y s l  L l l  in proQruss.

[ ' lyst  er ious Disappe arances -  0r  Ara Thcir? Ev*!gy;,d E-cn_Ft{e:

ThroughouL t i re history,of  t ,hc UFLt phcnci i rcnon birer:  l - ravc becn so many
claims, f rom so neny tcru.c j - ! : l - t r  or ' :cph, ccnccrnrnq bhe rnyster ious disappe.arancus
of certai-n indiv idua. l .s ovcl  the ycars.  Thcsc cl : ims'have been uidely reported
ir '  a numbcr Df '  ' r . 'putablcr  l l iLr  bcol<s and maglz:-nes by cqual ly t  reputabl-c l
authors.  The in1'erc.nce, in neor ly al l  cases, setrns to point  to the fact  t ,hat
UF0s are thc icsprns- i -b l - :  c ' . r lpr : t ; ,  anc b,hl . i r  s36Lrparts nar. ju '  to appear host i le l
The unf ortunate th i ; rg t r r  considcr here ho,ur-v l : : ,  is  that  rnost ( i f l  not  a l l )  of
these stor ies turn out to have abcoiutely no basis o1'  t ruth uhen the t  facts '
are invest igated" A cast:al  perus; l l  of  th:sc bro!<s and magazines turns up a
surpr is ing amount of  ccntradict :cn.  coupl-eC ui lh an emazing lack of  consj-stency;
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in other ulords,  the stor ies do not agxee from book to book and author to authol .

A c lassic example of  th is t ,ype of  innacurate report ing can be found in
the case of  the hapless.OLiver Lerch" fYlany authors have !documentedt i tn but
apparent lyr  no-one hab bothered to check on i t . In one instance, a uel l  knoun
ur i ter  even clad-med ' that  | the facts ' r  r rJere avai labLe for,aI I  to see. I t  uould
seem that these r factgr have suffered the same fate. 'as many others in the UFO
li teraturer namely that  they.are no longer avai lable,  or ig inal  source no longer
traceable or something simi late ad nauseum, Ei ther that ,  or  the t faetst  uere
never theqg in the f i rst  pJ.ace, I  prefer to th ink that  the lat ter  is  c loser to
the truth.

5o, rr le begin to invest igate a feul  of  these reputable cases, objeet ively
being the under ly ing pr inciple threughout the seareh. t r lhat  r r re f ind should
convinoe even the mcst ardent rbel ieverr  in such stor ies that  perhaps a l i t t le
invest igat ion sn their  pafL should be undertaken before taking the aecount at
face value.. .  indeed, i f l  the account di f fers f rom one source to the next,  or
there are no references avai l ,able to cross check the mater ia l ,  then I  ser iously
suggest the art ic le be relegated to the uaste papet basket or f i ted ar, iay in a
niee l i t t Ie corner of  the bookshel f  under the heading "science f j .ct ionr ' .

According tp an art ic le in SAGA magazine, John Keel-  c la imed that Ol iver
Lerch disappeared dn Christmas Eve, 1889" He supposedly l ived on the outskir ts
of  South Bendl  Indiana USA at,  that  t ime rrr i th his fami ly;  KeeI gives his age as
I l  years.  Dur ing the ensuing celebrat ions,  Cl iverts father asked him to go to
the uel l  for  uater.  Short ly af ter  doing so, the other people in the house heard
0r ivert  s f rant ic shouts for  help,  screaming. "Help,  i l ' reyrve got merr.
Instant lyr  the people ran outside but Ul iver u;as not there -  h is footpr ints
rr lere thoughr they urere plainty v is ib le in the newi-y fa l len snour,  stopping just
short  of  the urel l .  Some of those present,  c l -a imed they could st i l l  hear poor
0l iver cal l ing for  help, ' the sound.of  h is voice apparent ly coming from above
their  heads, as i f  f rom the sky i tsel f .

That,  then, is Keel ts version -  but  there are others.  In the uel l -  knoun
book, t i iHAT tE REALLY KNOUJ AB0UT FLYING SAUCERS, 0t to Binder quotes Frank Edrdards
as the source of  another rendi t ion of  t ,he Lerch disappearohcec This account is,
in essencer basical ly the same but Binder insists.  that  Lerch uent missing on
cHRI STfqAS DAY ,  1889.
l iorr is K. Jessup, in THf CASE FOR THE UFO, c la imed that Lcrch disappeared on
CHRISTIIAS EVE (1ike KeeI) ,  189p. He says that 0l j .ver u.ras Z0 vqelq__o,kl  and his
father l  Tom Lerch, sent him out t ,hat  evening for uater f rom tneir-r , reU ruhi le
their  guests ulere in the house celebrat ing the fest ive season" Again,  as in
the previous accounts,  O] iver rr ;as heard to shorr t  for  heIp,  but  in Jessupts
versi .on he cal led outt f lTrs got f r€",  instead of  "Theytve got metr .  The house guests
again al l  running outside to his air1,  f inding only his foot-pr ints in the f resh
snou leading up to,  but  stopping abqupt ly short  of  the uel l .  They reported hear ing
0l iverrs cr ies f rom abov?r aF i f  he uJere suspended invis ib ly f rcm the sky,
Jessup says that he got his informat j .on f rom the September 1950 edi t ion of
FATE magazine, and claims the I ' facts are c lear ly rrmit ten for  a l l  to see in the
Pol ice records of  South Berndr ' r  the tourn uhere Ol iver u,as supposed to l ive.

An American invest igatoi ,  Kevin D" Randle,  undertook to check this
informat ion personal ly and to his surpr ise turned up nothing that could
substant iate Jessuprs elaims, 'There are no Pol ice records avai lable for  1890.
Francis K. Czyzerrrshi ,  a staf f  member for  the South Bend Tr ibune, spent hours
in the l ibrary searching at1 the o1d neuspapers for  some conf i rmat ion on
the Lerch case at  Randlets ' request.  None uias found. Other researchers at  the
l ibrary then made their  oun independent search of  the ner,rs f i les for  the given
year but they too dre-u a blank, Jessuprs c la im, i t  seems, uas unfounded.

Brad Steiger in STRANGERS FR0wI THE SKIES, had the longest and most
detai led aecount of  the Lerch coser He maintains though that Ol iven ulas the
l i  year old son of OlrJEN THOtt lAS, and the family l ived in RHYADER, tr lALES.
Cl iver bJas supposed to have disappeared on CHRISTIVIAS EVE 1909, just  af ter  1I  p.m.

r-
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Agbinr Ol iyer r ,ras aeked to fetch sime uater by his faUner and simi lgr ly,  cr ies
for help uere heard by the:house'guestso 01i0er uras reported to have yel ledt

"Th.eyf  ve,go! m€"r the same uordg descr ibed by Keel  but. ,d i f ferent to those
des'cr ibed Uy Jessup. 'SteiEer uent cn at  length to point  out  that  s ince 0l iver .
yel ledr f i theyrve'r  i t  impl ies that  thero must have been more than tonet;  uhatever
t  they r  u lere.

Aecording to the informat ion suppl ied j .n four books on the UFO subject
0l iver Lerch/Thomas, aged ei ther l . l  or  110, uent missing from ei ther South Bendl
Ihdiana or Rhayader,  LJales" i t  r r ras ei ther Chr istmas Eve 1889, Chr istmas Day
1889r '  Chr istmas Eve 1890 or Chr istmas Eve 1909! !
He apparent ly t ravel led ei ther 50 feet,  ?5 feet )  ac 225 feet f rom the house
before tr t .heyi l  aHducted him" ,

The only u.ray to elear up the discrepancies,  thought Randle,  u,as to consul t
the South Bend Pdr l ice department j :n an ef ior i  to a: i :er ta in i f  their  f i les
carr ied any ment ion ol ' the Lerch fami ly,  and in part icular l  O1iver himsel f .
The records c lerk said that  there uas nothing u:hatsoever in their  f i lea that
could help throlr ,  any l j -ght  on the co$€o She kneu this because she received
several .  s imi lar  iequests each year f rom pr ivate indiv iduals al I  hoping to
uncover something trneui ; r .  AcaLl  uas then made to the S0UTH 8Et!D TRIBUNE againt
th is t ime to the assistant l ibrar ian,  Elaine Stevens. She did uniover something
refevant dur ing a search of  the press c l ippings f i - ' l -es -  i t  r r ias a c l ipping dated
sometime af ter  1950 (due to i t  quot. i -ng the FATE art ic le)  and ment ioned tha!
neusmen in the tourn had t ,r ; -ed unsuccessful ly to track dor ' rn the s, tory.
Jessup had apparent ly,used ths same art ic le that  the neulsmen had used so this
accounts for  both v.ersions carry i -ng the same detai ls
No-one has been able to t race thc account of  0 l iver Lerch back further than
1946 urhen i t r i ; . ias apparentty used i -n a radio broadcast.  th is means then that
the story actual ly became born in L9tt l i  at  l -east ,  th is is rr rhat al l  the evidence
at hand pointe to" .  i
Dur ing a 1u1] in ihe nerrrs sectol  ,  scmet ime in 1957, neu,smen once more at tenpted
to el ] ie i t  info+mat, ion that uould theou neur I i4hL t i rnto the Lerch case.
During the course of  these ncur: ' -nvest igat ions,  they Located one Sherman Lerch,
a man rr iho l ived in South Bend -  he rr las quest ioned about Ol iver but could of fer
nothing of  value, he hadnrt  even heard of  an Dl- ivcr in his fami ly and, as he'
uas born in 1889, he fel t  sure that  he' . rould knou of  the incident,  had i t  in
fact happenedu He said hie famil-y hacl  anr iveC in South Bend in L922 and
nouhere in the fami ly hi-story u:s th ' .1: :e any meni ion of  a disappearance
He added that he heard carnething abou' l  a fanr i ly ,  c i isagreement around the turn
of the century but kneu l i t t le about i i ,  even so, there rrras st i l l  no ment j .on
of someone named 0l iver
I t  seemed that th is uas blre enC o{ ' the l ine;  no iacts? no documentat ion,  no
fol- Iorr l  up possible,  nc n: th ing" I t  uas noui  p la in ly evident to al l ,  that  the
ineident did not hcppen a" a ' i f .  Incons-- i -st ,encj-es ccnt j .nued to be found, and. i f
the 1889 date can be considered accurate ' then t l re-  actual  facts surrounding
the case are u:rong. I t ,  see;ns thet ' ,he uleather condi t ions for  December,  lB89
uere qui te blarm and th.ere.uras'no ment ien oF sncrr l .  The temperatures ranged from
the high 50s to lour 6Os. - l 'hese f igures eame straight f rom the'records of  the
ueather bureau uho, thant<Ful l r ,1 kcpt their  f iLes in order.  As a fur ther blou to
the art f ;h: ,nt i -c i - ty of  the story,  Coral  Lorenzen cf  APR0 found, aPter a check
hersel f ,  that 'uhe tourn in bJales quoted by Steiger did not exist l
Thisr  and other pert inent quest ions,  uJere put to the aut,hors ment i -oned in
this art ic le by the edi tor  o{ 'QUEST-UFD, an independent magazine rr :ho themselves
conducted a Ful ]  invest igat ion into the incident in L9?7.0f  thos approached,
only Steiger bothered to respond, He saic j  that  he DID at tempt to authent icate
his account of  the Lerch disappearance but came to a dead end at  South Bend.
He got his lnformat ion about,  Rhayader,  ldales,  f rom a rather dubious source,
an engl ish ufologist  l rhc appareni;J-y keeps changing his address rrrhi fe cont inuing
to churn out UFO stor ies i -n book folm. Steiger agreed that the case ulas of
l i t t le value and added that nothing tconcreter r ias avai lable to even var i fy
that the incident ever took p1ace, he documented ulhat he had bel ieving, at
the t imeu lhat  h is informat ion ulas accurat ,e.
Steiger then dropped a bonrbshel l l  "  " , .  .  he saj .d that .  the or ig inal  story may
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hav6r eome.iro1n the tourn of  Quincy,  I l l inois dur ing the Late IBt , i  century,  but
acided that in th is case, as uJi th the othersr no documentat ion c, :<isted. I t  r r ras
probably heaisay.  Accordrng to accounts urr i t ten by one Ambrose Biercer.Char les
Ashmore rrralked to the rrrel l  on his property on the evening of  November,gthrIBTE.
UJhen he did not.return,  h is fami ly uent looking for him.0n1y his footpr ints
could be seenr Ashmore had disappeared. About 4 days later,  af ter  a1I hope uas
lost  of  ever seeing him again,  h is mother c la imed stre heard his plaint ive cr ies
at the very spot in u.rhich he had gone missingr others eal led in to invest igate.
also said they could hear him cal l ing i , i i - 'help.  This cont inued for mbst:of
the afternoon and f laded auJay r, l i th in a ferr l  months, not,hing further being heard
0n seen :-r f  the fuckless Ashmore"

Apparent ly no-one else had come across th is infolmat ion for even today,
neu: art ic les are being ur j - t ten,  a l l  u: inq the same inaccurate data,  The latest
art ic le apoeared in a magazine devabed lo UF0s and most of  the paranormal
subjects,  BEYCND RiALITY, l larc l /Apr i l .  l -9?? edi t ion" They, l ike Jessup anC the
nel ;smen r , lho usad the same reference, F-ate magazine, maintain that  Ol iver Lerch,
aqe{2?-1 disappeared from his fathelrs property on DtCEIvIBtR 24TH, 1890, af ter
going out to fetch urater f rc;r  t i re uel l .  He fef t  t ,he i 'est iv i t ies at  10:  B0 pt !
that  evening and ul i th i t r  f ive short  minutes ruas heard to cry out in fear,

"H.ELP !  HELP I  ITt  5 Glr ' -  IErt .  0nce rnor.e,  as in t l re ot ,her accounts,  h is voice ulas
coming from above, b",c in th is al t rc le he is reported to have ceased these
cr ies af ter  another f j -ve minutes"- i 'hcy also add that his voice uas located
approximately 100 feet above the onl-cel<erse try ing in vain to f ind poor 0l ivet"
The art ic le points cut ,  qtr i te r- lsf i lu1ely.  that ,  0 l ivcrrs footpr: ints stopped
suddenly at  a dis 'Lance of  ?JF fe_eL fro ' ; r  the h, : t tse.  Apparent ly,  according to
BIYOND REALITY e tuo buckets uerei  used b). ,  Lercir  but  oniy.  one l rad been found.
The other had disappeared" l -he Lerch Ci.sapoearoi lc€r or al leged disappearancet
has an amazing simi lar i ty tc yet  anof;her t t f  a lTlous'r  casc,  the David Lang
incident,  a lso rep:r ted by Anbr:ose B: l .crce
IF_1881r David Lang 1 a farmer j .n Terrnessee rras report  ed ro have . i  ust
' rdisaopeared! ' - ,  in fulL vieu.r  of  hj-s family end fr iendc" Subsequer,  i  searching by
many aminent people of  the to i ln coufd ncb f incl  any t race of  Lan. in the
ant ic le , r rmit len by Franl< Eduards on this case he says that for  months af terr , lards
L,ang's f rant ic cr ies cculd be he:rd cal l ing out for  heJ.p.  An art ic le appear ing
in the American l lercury r i ragazine ce;:r led a fu l l  account of  the Lang disappearance

ui th a theory fcom a european Crctc.r  naneuj  Hi-rn uhr:  c la imed that t ,hese peoplel
Lang inc luded: al l  f  e l l  v ict im tn a r , rvst ,er ious forrc connected to the 4th
dimension. I t  rL: : - is ,  of  ceurse, msrely a conjectu. Ied opinion, ui thout any basis
of  fact  uhatsoever"

But,  i t  doesn t  t ,  end there.  Si ; i1-1- anoi ,her account is f  cund on the Lang
disappearance, th is one has nuch mnre delai1 ancj  even gives a complete
rundoun, v i rLuai . iy  minut,e by i i i j -nute,  cf  the events af  the fateful  day,  AI l
th is in spi te of  the fact ,  that ,  no docurrentat icn exists.  The art ic le uas pr inted
j-n the lYiarch edi t ion of  BEY0ND REALITY, j -n 1"act  the same edi t ion uhich contains
Lhe Lerch incr ient"  i t  r , . ras publ ished in 197? as ment ioned previously" The date
horr ievel  I  does not correspond ul i t i i  Frank [duard'  s account as retold by Ambrose
Bieree in the f i rst  pJace. Eeyond Real-- i . ty c la im the datc Lang disappeared uas
SeptemHer 23.. .  1880-,  and even ment ion that the day uas I ta sunn),  Thursday af ternoon'r .
The art ic le goes on to point  cu[  that  in 4p.g! I_ lFg1.,rrahout seven months
after the fatef  u}  day" Langr s chi ldren r . r lent  to t ,he spot urhere they last  sarr l
Lheir  father and found a f is tunted circ] .e of  yel lou grass,  measur ing 15 feet
in dj .ameter ' r  .  The obrr ious connect ion tr :  a:r  I  abduct, . ' -cn I  by a UF0 had been f iade.

[Jel I ,  one art ic le gives the date of l  Langrs disappe]rance as ]BBI,  nothing
closer,  and the other places i t  f i rmly as September 23, tBB0. l rJho is r ight?t
is anything r ight?,  d id the incident take place at  a-11"??
In looking closely at  the apparent or ig inal  soulrce,  Arnbrose Bierce, i t  t r tould
seem that he included the same infcrmat ion content in the Lang story as he
did in the Char les Ashmore story,  both v i r tual ly s imi lar  incidents r , r i th a feu
rel-evant changes to make the stor ies rsoundi  d i f f lerent.

Steiger points out,  i -n retrospecto that  according to his informat iont
journal ists of  the pei iod ( lSeO-fs90-1300) of ten changed the names of  people
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and/ot  the l -ocat ions of  event,s in an ef for t  to protect  the ul i tnesses and
themse. l"ves f rom any adverse react j .on f rom members of  the publ ic etc.
Stelger ment i .ons that perhaps there lJas a person ulho did disappear in very
unusual-  c i rcumstances and Bierce grabbed hold of  the oei$ ' inal  data then bui l t
upon i t  to make i t  soundrrmore interest ing",  the f inaL resul t  being that al l
and sundry used t 'h is ror ig inalr  matei ia l  as a f i rm basis for  their  oun
art ic l -es.

There is no reason to assume that the accounts of  OLiver Lerch, David
Lang, Char l -es Ashmore, or 0l iver Thomas ever real- ly happened. There is absolutely
no reason for any ur i ter ,  past  or  present,  to have drauin a connect ion to these
stor ies ui th lJFOs. No unusual  aer ia l  s ight ings uJere mada and the stor ies
shoul ,d end here,  unt i l ,  at  feast ,  some further rhardr evidence is found to
substanLiate Lhese baseLess claimso 0ne uonders hoi l  many other t reputabler andrfamousr casc hist ,or ies deal ing u.r i th the UF0 subject  a lone uould fare should
they too undergo such a carefuL scrut iny;  I  th ink ule urould qet qui te a shock!
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l tB 7901 4 10 January iS79 o120 lY lount Surpr isc ' 0r1 *" -""uF'sRtrNq)

i '  a4 1r ---  1- , -^ . ' -  h i  S nan2\r?n rrnr inn a hi  n 665n 1,1i  n- in, . r  , ,h^^ ^+^ 
t  I 'y  uor ' -utu-trrdt  I  tuJb diJ.eLjP J- l t  , ,*-  _r , . ,  __l lOOtrJl  l rJ l lcn aE

1.2C am, hc au:oka and sat up in bed to se e a smal]  t iqht  approaching f l rom SILJ.
l ie got out of  bcd, l ight ing a c igaret tc and urcnt outsidc to his: jeep, uhen he
saJr about 300 fcet  above hirn,  a huge round yeI lou l ight .  He est imated i t ,  bo
bc at  an anglr- 'of  60 degrccs and only a feur hundred yards alJay,  no sound, just
a sof t  g lou.  He smoked sevcral  c igarct tcs just  uatching the l ight ,  th inking
j- t  uas so c l -ose, he could hi t  i t  r i r i th his r i f le.  Dur ing th is t ime, his three
dogsr usual- ly fo l loui .ng him around uherever hc uJent,  rcmained in the caravan
and annex t , . t ide auakc, but j  ust  ly ing there.  He thought that  th is ulas vcry
^+-^^^- TL^ 1:^sErarQQo tnc rrEht then moved of f  touards the NtrJ in a straight l ine,  d isappear ing
bchind somc hi l ls  on the hor izon. AND as i t  d id ao, i t  seemed to assume a saucar
shape, ui th t ,he domc on top glouing the basc bcing black.

iJ A 7900 4 29 June 1979 2315 Stoncvi l - Ie U. A. c[1 u FoR (. i lA)

The 16 yebr old ui tness state d3 tr l  uas auoken by a noise urhlch sounded l ikc,  a
plane. Planes pa6s over fa i r ly  f rcquent ' ly ,  but  th is r ib ise r , ras s l ight ly di f  f lcrent
and I  u las alarmed as i t  greu vr.ry loud" I  then sauJ a large object  f i .y  across
my vis ion through the rrr indorr i .  I  uas fh inking i t '  might be a RAAF p 1arrc,  but  i t
r . r , 'as br ight ly l i t  up and a large l iqht  in f ront  l ike an endrmous cockoi t .
Thl 'object  sccmcd to bc squara,  houlevcr.  th is uas hard to te l"1 as there uJepe so
many l iqhts of  d i f l f  erent coLours,  main Iy b1ue, urhi te and ycf lorrr .  I t  uas f  a i r ly
l -ou and at  a s lou specd, just  abovc tree tops.I t  passed over and seemed to
disappear" Evcntual ly I  uent back to bed, uhen about 30 minutes l -atcro I  heard
thc same noisc againr and going to thc rr l indou, saul  the same object  again,  r is ing
up from bchind somc trees direct ly in f ront  of  my rootn.  This t ime I  uas pret ty
certain i t  r r ras not a p lanc.  The l iqht  on i ts f  ront  uras vcry br iqht  and the f  u lL

l -
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object  moved direct ly touards me and over the house,
from sight.

u: idth of  the object .  The
eventual ly disappear ing
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The ui tness r  a taxi  dr iver r  uJas goinq - to col lect  a passcngcr rr lhen he rounded
a curve onto a straight streLch..  He not ictd,  that  on nis r iqnt ,  

"nouo-.  
; ; ; ;of  gravel ,  l ras a qrecn l iqht  ur i th a purplc 

"aq*,  
est im6ted,*"*utgr qcros.s,  TheJ- iqht  came straight at  the ul i tness!  s taxir  seemed to go , : i reet iV.  over lE;-At th is point ,  the inter ior  of : . f ! .1,e vehicre r . , ras- l i t . .up -""- i i -J"v i ignt ,  andthc taxi  a lso 1-rst  pouer 

"na 
to, i io not 'accelo"" l " ,  the motor just  shook. Theui tncss t r ied to 

-  
cal l  f  or  hclp over his tuo-rr lay radio,  f  or  

" loui  
r  nr inute aJthe taxi  shook a1onq, but the radio uras compreiely dead. The l iqht  seemec1 tomovc bacl< ahead of  the cai las the -dr iver suung doun the le f l t  hano corner,  thenr- 'vr : rYthing r ' rent  dark again and thc ' -  bar uas alr ight  oncc morc.  Arr iv ing to pickup his passenqer,  the r , l i tness lpqked back, and sar, l  a throbbing t lh i te l ightin thc castern sky,  grouing'sma11er and f inal ly disappcar ing.

CE1

A fami ly of  4 uere dr iv ing home to Queenstorr ln f rom Strahan along a uindy road,; :s t l - rey rLrer€ start led by the- appearance of  a bus-sizcd disc of  uhi te and
pinkish l iqht .  This l iqht  moved abovc their  car and l i t  up the arca l ike
deyt ine'  They.puj-1ed up, and al though alarmed uere releivcd to see the l ight
mass move further up thc road ahead of  thc-m. They. drove on'  ,u i th the l ight
rcmaining ahead of  thcm despi te the rr l inding and hi l l i  naturc of  thc roado
Tfre s i tuat ion did not al ier  for  th"c next 25 Kluis,  t ,hen, ncar Queenstoi ln airport ,t l rc l ight  just  "disapDeared".
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, , !OULD_Y0u BELIEVE:

Hcre ue are,  a lmost at  the end cf  1g7g
report  rcceived by us, th is year. :  There
in the number of  s igh' t ings of  UNIDINTI
evcntual . l -y t ,urn out, .  to be IDENTIFIED"

,  and the fol loui ing is a
secms to be an aLl- t ime
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At th is stage UFO Research QLD are not included in th is
tO a r insn.r tnh nF nonnntc hor 'n^ t  no, | -  i  h +*^^^:  r- -  u uuopquur vr  - -H ' '  rost  in t ransi t .  Replacements
havc bt :en despatched by UF0 Research (ALD)
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